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SERMON. VII. 


THE 
SIN AGAINST THE HOLY GHOST. 


MATTHEW. X11... Jin 32. 


Wherefore 1 ſay unto you, All manner of fin 
and blaſphemy |ſhall be forgiven unto men : 
but the blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt 
fall not be forgiven unto men. And who- 
ſoever ſpeaketh a word againſt the Son of 
Man, it ſhall be forgiven him : but who- 
ſoever ſpeaketh againſt the Holy Ghoſt, * 
fhatl not be forgiven him, neither in this 


world, nor in that which, i ts fo come. 
— 


| Pranarss no one ſubje& has more oecu- 
pied the mind of the humble chriſtian, 

than this now before us, it being no uncom- 

mon thing for perſons in ſoul diſtreſs, to judge | 


themſelves included amongſt the deplorable' 


and unhappy; who have committed the fin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which can never be 
= in this world, nor in that an! is 
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The variety of opinions, hitherto formed 
& this point, are too numerous for our 
preſent purpoſe to enter into, nor- perhaps 
would it be of any. eſſential uſe; ſuffice 


it to ſay, that this ſubject, as to it's true 
and genuine import, together with the 
reſt of the Word, could not be known but 
by a previous knowledge of the ſcience of 
75 correſpondences, now revived to the church 
in the Lord's ſecond advent; vithout 
which, the- whole of the Word, notwith- 
5 landing men's fanciful ; interpretations there- 
of, is a. ſealed book; and however volume 
has been written upon volume, as expoſitions 
of the ſacred oracles, for want of that, they 
have only ſerved as ſo much mud and filth, 
to interrupt and foul the pure ſtreams of 
S heavenly truth, from the Lord through the 


Word, in it's entrance into the heart of the 
poor and needy; who, although chey may 
have ſought earneſtly; and conſtantly for 


5 water, found none; inſtead of ſimple truth, 

which ſhould, as a way-poſt, point direct * 
heaven and. eternal life, found the path 
ſtrewed with briers and thorns, and: endleſs 
| entanglowionts. And although men have 


con- 
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confirmed ſuch their fanciful interpretations 
from the letter of the Word, that will never 
the more prove it to be genuine truth, be- 
cauſe the letter of the Word is ſo written, by 
the way of appearances, that it may be 
equally brought for the confirmation of what 
Ts as of what | is true. 1 


The thus adig the Word, to cdi 
ſuch fanciful interpretations from Ignorance | 
and innocence, is what is here meant in our 
text, by ſpeaking a Word againſt the Son of 
Man; and if with this, the ſpiritual ſenſe is 
internally denied, or a life of evil practiſed, 
then is committed he fin and W er 


_—_— the oy Ghoſt. 

1 Bit, however, not 0 de dete without 
i a reaſonable, proof, we will endeavour to 
A open and illuſtrate the ſubject from the light + 
r ene in the New Si: e 8 


, r 


h It is obſervable, that our text 5 ſpeaks of 
8 ſin in a two · fold point of view; firſt, as fin 
8. 1 75 be en and ſecondly, as ſin 


NT CC hat 


1 
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dhat can never be forgiven, neither in this 
world, nor in that which is to come: the 
difference being, that the former is pointed 
out to be a ſin againſt the Son of Man, the 
latter as the ſin and — 8 the 
Holy Ghoſt, 


In order for us to „nde 5 meaning 
of both kinds of ſin, and the diſtinction be- 
- tween each, 1t 1s neceſſary that we fee what 
is meant by the Son of Man, and what by the 
Holy Ghoſt; the chriſtian church, more 
eſpecially at this period, having no genuine 
conception of either, being the true ground 
why there has been no certain and ſubſtantial 


5 knowledge h hitherto of che ſubject n us. 


By the Son of Man, and by th Holy 
. - Ghoſt, none other is to be underſtood but 


the Lord as to his holy Word : by the Son 


of Man, the Lord as to the literal ſenſe of 
the Word; and by the 5 Ghoſt, as to the 
ſpiritual ſenſe. | 

That the Son of Man means the Lord as 
to ihe: Word! in the literal ſenſe, will be ap- 
| parent 


99 
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parent from the frequent uſe of the term by 
the Lord himſelf, who is thus called in 
the Word, as all the prophets were, be- 
cauſe of his repreſentative character; for in 
no other ſenſe was he the Son of Man, being 
from N and birth the Son of God. £ 


That by the Holy Choſt is 0 0 meant | 


: the Lord as to the ſpirit of the Word, or its 
internal glory, will be evident from this con. 
ſideration, that there alſo the Lord is as to 
his divine proceeding; the Holy Spirit being 
not a diſtin perſon from the Lord, but a 

divine emanation of heat and light, as good- 
neſs and truth, from the Lord; who, in his 
perſon, is Father and Son, united as ſoul and 


body. Therefore, we read of the Lord ſend- - 


ing the Holy 'Ghoſt from the Father, and 


breathing upon his Or. 15 5 Receive ; 


| bs * Holy Thott. 
e Holy Ghoſt i» Yor a" per. wow 
fork from the Lord, but what proceeds from 
the union of humanity with divinity, will be 


evident from what the Word ſays, John vii, = 


39, The ne * dee at 
a ; 


| ; 
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"IN Te efus was not yet glorified : the divine pro- 
1 ceeding before that union, being ſimply cal- 


1 of the Lord or * 


; 


'To TEN a word akin the Son of Man, 
which ſhall be forgiven, means to interpret 
the natural ſenſe of the Word, from igno- 


into hell, &c. Theſe are only appearances, 
entirely oppoſite: but ſo far as the belief of 


ſtain from evil, becauſe he would not of. 


3 and leads  Goediece, 1 5 


5 That the wond 3 the Son of Man is 
remitted, 1 is (as obſerved before) becauſe, in 


the 


led, as in the Old Teſtament ORR the 


Trance or innocence, according to the appear- 
ances of things, as they exiſt before the ſenſes 
of the natural man. The natural ſenſe of a 


theſe appearances: hence we read therein 
that God is angry, revengeful, that he caſts 


the genuine truth, in the internal ſenſe, being 
them has a tendency to cauſe man to ab- 


fend God, his thus thinking from appear. . 
ance is forgiven him, that is, it is not im- 
| _puted to him, foraſmuch as it is done in 
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the natural ſenſe of the Word. for the moſt 
part, genuine truths are cloathed, very few, 
if any, being left entirely naked the Word, in 
dhe letter, being very fitly compared to a man 
| cloathed with a robe, his face and hands only 
expoſed. Wherever the Word thus appears, 
there are the genuine goods and truths of he- 
ven, as received by angels; hence, ſuch as it 
is throughout in it's ſpiritual ſenſe, when it's 
robe is caſt off; the reaſon of which places 
being left without a covering is, that there 
may be no deficiency to the man illuſtrated 
from the God of the Word, by eyeing him 
alone, as his Object of love and faith, for the 8 
confirmation of gropine wes and n . 


o 
* $ 


7 5 Word i 1s ; ſuch, i in it's 3 view, 1 og . | 
it may ſerve as a baſis and foundation tothe 
ſpiritual ſenſe, adapted to the apprehenſia gn 
of the ſimple, in it's appearances of tz 
who are unable to perceive, or do the things 
perceived, except as from this reaſon, ber, . 3 
cauſe they ſo read in the Word, and the fim. 8 55 
ple in faith and heart are not yet a 72 
elevate them ſelves above theſe appearances z, 
and Td this isthe word ine the Son, 50 


B . 


— 
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1 


8 of Man, yet it is not the fin or blaſphemy 
_ againſt the Holy Ghoſt, for them to inter; 
pret the Word according toſuch appearances, 
provided they do not form their principles 
of faith from ſuch appearances, eber 

5 _ to FUR deſtruftion of 1 17 055 truth.” 


* : 
$$3* $7 SEL > 


. 4 #7 


27. for Sail; ſuch parts as theſe, ten | 
read by the ſimple : "Behold the Lomb of God 
which taketh away the fin , tis world. This 
is my blood, the blood of the New Teſtament, 
Fe which 1 is fhed for many, for the remiſſon of 
Ans. Michael and has angels fought, and 
ie dragon and his angels, and they overcame 
em by the blood of the Lamb. It ſtrikes them, 
from the appearance in the letter, that the 
Lord endured the paſſion of the crols for the 
fake of our ſins; and that by his eroſs and 
blood, he has redeemed us from hell. This, 
becauſe it appears a truth, and may be ſo 
* ſpoken ; and believed, does not damn the ſim- 
ple in faith and heart. But to make this a 
point of « our faith and doctrine, and to con- 
firm i it to that degree, as at lengtli to believe, 
chat thus God the Father became reconciled 
5 man, N the mind neceſſarily makes a 


1 p33 


od for diviſion 
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_ diviſion of the Deity, both i in \ perſon and el. 
ſence; and further, that by faith in this, man 
s alone juſtified before God, and ſaved with- 
out any good of charity, that is, without 
good works; to be in this principle, both in 


doctrine and life, is the fin againſt the Holy 


| Ghoſt, which is not able to be forgiven, {32 


neither in this world, nor in that which is to 


come. The genuine truth being, that re- 


demption did not conſiſt particularly in the 


paſſion, it being the whole work that our 
Lord did on earth from firſt to laſt; conſiſt- 4 
ing in man's deliyerance. from hell, by di- 
vine truth, to which blood correſponds. 


We now come to ſpeak to che fin and 


; blaſphemy againſt. the Holy Ghoſt. . We | 


have already 0 obſerved, 1 0 by the Holy 5 
Ghoſt, we are to N e e © Lord as 
to-the genuine truths of the Word, from 


whence its holineſs is derived, and from 


whence it can alone be ſeen to be holy; be- 


cauſe, take away it's internal ſpiritual ſenſe, 


and it will not appear any thing more than. , 


any other book, . as. to h and 8 


16 * 
5 graces "oo 
. 
* 1 ? $44, 1 8 ** * 5 d 1 4 
* # +. 9 * * 7 Z : _ 7 4 # N 
. * i 2 o 
Fo ; 4 + 
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* graves 6f language, we ſee it lar ſurpaſſes 


b- Jy: 1 human r 


F $2) bo 


be internal partes ſenſe * the Word | 


is the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, becauſe the 


Word and the divine proceeding ate the 
fame, the Word being nothing but the pro- 


ceeding emanation of heaven's ſun, as light 


of truth, and which is holy, becauſe it flows 


united with its heat or goodneſs; and there- 


fore, the more interior the vie w, or the more 


elevated the proſpett, the more holy; that is, 
he more the heat is felt with the light, the 
8 more e goodneſs 1 is e with the truth. 


This being the true meaning of the Holy 


92 75 Wn, we ſee this part of our text applica- 
& 4. ble to the revelation of che ſpiritual ſenſe, 1 
| 3 5 now made known i in this ſecond advent of J 
the Lord, which is a coming, not in perſon, ö 


but in the power and glory of bis holy Word 


5 unfolding 1 its e gi 5 e 8 


2 4 i 4 9 'F 9 
, of 0 bs * * 4 
43g 4 


nee: in the fs 450 biaſptetny hal 


| the Holy Ghoſt, are ineluded theſe two ideas; 
in the firſt place, a denial of the Word alto- 


alen, 3 
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gether; and, in the ſecond place, ae adul- 


teration of it's goods, and falſifications of it's 


truths. Whoever are thus found akting, ſhalt 


which | is to come. 
: 54 +} | 


We ebfere; firſt; the fin and  blaſpticiny 

| bait the Holy Ghoſt conſiſts in the denial 
of the Word; this may be eaſily feen to be an 
un padonable fin, inaſmuch as the Lord is 
the Word, in his divine proceeding from his 
divine human. Wherefore, all who deny 
ine Word, deny che Lord, that is, the Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, the true God and eternal life; 


for, however deiſts may talk of a God witn 
their mouths, 3 in their hearts they - 

4 know no God but nature; for, by the denial 
of the, Word, as a divin revelation, they: de- 
ny all that teaches and can inſtruct into 1 
firſt principle of religion, namely, who ig the 


Lord; conſequently, they interiorly deny that 


there's a heaven or a hell; they allo deny ne 
church and all things belonging thereto. And 


men who deny theſe things, in reality are 


atheiſts; tlley may with their mouths talk of 
creation | * * ſome firſt grand 
1 cauſe, . 


”- 


never be forgiven in this bees: nor in * 


9 
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cauſe, from ſome Deity or God, as whom they 
have no conception ; but, never looking above 
nature, it is impoſſible that they can ſee their 
Cod beyond it; and the origin of all theſe hor- 
rid negatives takes its ſpring from the denial 
of the Word. Whoever are thus ſituated as 
to the ſtate of their minds, burſt through all 
communications and connection with the 
Lord, whereby they alſo. become ſeparated 
from heaven, which is conjoined to him 
in love and faith by means of his Word; and 
when man becomes disjoined from the Lord 
and heaven, he becomes aſſociated and 
united with hell, with devils, and ſatans there. 
Therefore, how. careful ought men to be, 
how they permit any thought or affection to 
| have place in their mind, which is e 


gy. to the holineſs of the Word... {ib 


"Br; in then next * by the; fin 1 blaſ- 
- againſt the Holy Ghoſt, we may alſo 
underſtand the adulteration a falfifying of 
the Word in it's goods and truths, becauſe, 
as before proved, the Holy Ghoſt not on 
means the Word in general, but particularly 5 


as to it's genuine gods and ruths in it's bo- 
. N ſom, 


ſom, adapted to the perception of the an- 
gels of heaven, namely, as in the ſpiritual 
fenſe : and thoſe who (as obſerved) confirm 


the angels of heaven are principled; whereby 


verld, nor in chat which i 18 to 5 come. 


| riſees of old, of whom the words in our text 


Lord did miracles by the power of Beelze- 
bub, -and had an unclean ſpirit, inſtead of 


committed by ſuch, who; although they m 
acknowledge the Word with their lips, yet 
deny the Lord's divinity; us the Socinians and 
Arians do; as alſo is the caſe with thoſe, who, 


"oy 


Serm. VIE] THE HOLY GHOST, 15 


their evils and falſe principles and practices 5 
from the Word, becauſe of ſome appear- 
ances in the letter, they adulterate and falſify 
all it's ſpiritual goods and truths, in which 


che ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is committed, 
which can never be remitted, meter in _ 55 


5 1 is the "0 as, if the oy and his divi- 7 
nity is denied, (becatſe the Lord and the 
Word are one,) as was the caſe of the pha- 


were literally ſpoken. They ſaid, that the 2 


ſeeing the divinity within the humanity. | 
Hence alſo we may ſee, that this ſin is alſo 


may ü 


from a confirmed ry: * the Father 


| 
[| 
1 
if 


16 Tn 615 a [Serm. VI. 
bor che ſake of the Son, becauſe, by all ſuch, 


interiorly, the Lord's divinity is not ſeen in 


the humanity ; hence, when they come into 
another life, they are let down amongſt thoſe 


bvho actually deny the Lord, The reaſon is, 


hecauſe God is one in eſſence and in perſon, 
in hom is a trinity of Father, Son, and Holy) 
Spirit; and this triune God is none other 
than the Lord in the divine human; conſe - 

quently all heaven is alone formed from the 

Lord, all in heaven being in the Lord, and 
the Lord in them, as the branches are united 


to the vine; hence, they who deny the divi- 


| nity of the Lord, can never be admitted in- 
to cheaven, and be one in the Lord, becauſe 
Vs iis impoſſible. a man can be ae in 
8 heart and foul to that which he eee 


9 


S- | This fin and hlphemy againſt the Holy 
Ghoſt. ig alſo committed by thoſe, Who ſo 

lar exclude the goods of love and charity 
55 ſrom the medium of ſalvation, depending | 


5 upon faith alone; as to ſuppoſe, that go 


can neither ſave, nor eyils damn, provided , 
they have but faith. All of this e ee | 
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of the Word in it's internal ſenſe, which: 
teach nothing throughout but love to God, - 
and charity to man, in principle and practice, 
as the only true and proper preparation for 
heaven and eternal life; and ſuch manifeſt 
their, adulterations and falfifications, in aſ- 


ag every thing which the Word teaches 
concerning love, charity, and 10 5 cee 0 
N faith alone. II at | 


. f 1 


s 18 Ah, 7" PR 0 to 1 5 dow: 
che marriage of goodneſs and truth is in all 
and every part of the Word, from the mar- 
riage of divine love and wiſdom in the 
Lord; and hence alſo, ihe marriage of charity 
and ſaich, as adapted to the will and the un- 
derſtanding of man; and when charity ig 
taken away, the celeſtial matriage is de- 
| ſtroyed in the ſoul, and ſpiritual adultery 
takes place, that adultery ſo often ſpoken 
of in the Word, When viewed in a ſpiritual 
light. This was the reaſon of the Jews be- 
ing called an adukerous generation, becauſe 
they adulerated all the goods of the Word, 
by placing their dependance upon their ex- 
a rivunke: of religion correſponding io 
7! O | fakh 


% 
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faith alous;: fhflead of tn of evils and 
purification of heart and life. Hence our 
Lord told them, however they might put on 
an external appearance of ſanctity, yet in- 
wardly they were hypocrites; and ſuch who 
abhorred the Lord, his righteouſneſs, and all 
the goods and truths of heaven; and cannot 
be received into heaven, becauſe heavenly 
loves are diſcarded, and the mind is occupied 
- with none but earthly, namely, the loves of 
ſelf and the world: and when theſe oecupy 
the internal, the external works are all evil, 
however fair the outſide, theſe being inſer- 
nal loves when ſeparated from heavenly, or 
when exalted above them; they are loves 
vhich ought alone to occupy the man as to 
his feet, and celeſtial and ſpiritual loves, the 
head and the body; but, celeſtial and ſpiri- 
tual loves being trodden under foot, theſe 
infernal loves fill the man from head to foot. 
| Wherever this is the caſe, the words of our 
text are truly applicable, the fin and blaſ- 
phemy being committed againſt the Holy 
SGhoſt, which can never be forgiven in this 
world; nor in that which is to come; the 
man having made up his life entirely of hel- 
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; liſn loves from head to "A it is impoſſible 
he, can, by any means, be forced or with- 
dran therefrom; becauſe that would entire - 


ly annihilate him, which is contrary to the 


divine order in which e ane him, pot 
4 8 70 an immortal foul: 


** 4 1 x 7 
4 + * 52 2 - a 4 " 
FE j * 0 
13 2 3 & 4 


\ Han it may 1 er to ie a if. 


tink between. thoſe of the former claſs, 
Who make faith alone to be the only medium 

ol ſalyation from confirmation in themſelves, 
and thoſe who take up the opinion, or 
believe it, becauſe it is the doctrine of their 
church, and they have ſo learned from their 
parents, 'teachers, or from reading of books; 
hence, however they know ſomething e of ſuch 
a faith, yet they neither affirm; approve, . 
deny i it. There are many of this claſs, in tlie 
old chriftian church, at this day, who thus are 
ſimple-minded as to what they have received, 
their fundamental principle in themſelves 5 
being. that they ought to live a goed life, 
and abſtain from evils, becauſe the Lord has 
ſo commanded in his Word: theſe, however | 
in doctrine they may be in faith alone, yet can- 


not be faid to fin and blaſpheme _ the _ 
Cc * Holy N 
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_ Holy Ghoſt, as in regard to their living 
well, they do not adulterate the goods of 
the Word; and in regard to their ſimplicity, in 
vrhat they receive as doctrine, in not interiorly 
confirming or denying it, they do not falſify 
it's truths, many of them not viewing faith to 
be any thing elſe, than to believe in the Word; 
the doctrine of juſtification by faith alone, in 
it's evil and falſe ground, and alſo in it's con- 
ſequences, not being comprehended by them, 
becauſe they AVE? never Sandia ght their 1 85 
e tw. Cd binds Ing 


Fr rom thels 2 oe 1 may be 
ſeen wherein conſiſts the word againſt the 
Son of Man, which may. be forgiven, and the 
ſin and blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
which cannot be forgiven, neither in this 
world, nor in that which is to come ; name- 
ly, that the word againſt the Son of Man is 
| ſpoken by thoſe who regard the natural ſenſe 
of the Word, and doctrines drawn therefrom, 
(which are all appearances of truths, but not 
genuine truths, ) ſtill living in obedience to the 


4 genen of the Word: and that the fin 
and 


* 52 f * 
* 1 , , F 9 * 
; | "i , „ 4 + # 
» 4 
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and blaſphemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt i 
either to deny the Word altogether, to deny 
the Lord's divine to be in his human, or to 
adulterate the goods and falſify the interna! 
truths of the Word, by living an evil life, or 
by the previous conſſrmation of falſe doc- 
trine, from whence they can never be with. 8 
e in time or to 0 3 


Desde dedte to reduce the ſubjeRt + to elk | 


examination, whether we are ſuch as ſpeak 
the word againſt the Son of Man, or more 
eſpecially commit the ſin and blaſpheiny 

againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? In the firſt place, 


it becomes us to examine whether we have 


learned this truth from the Word, that there 


is but one God, who is the Lord and Saviour 
Jeſus Chriſt ; that from him alone all life 


15 and light is derived; and with this knowledge, 


Whether we alſo in life ſhun all evils as rams 


| againſt this Lord God and Saviour, for i it 15 


alone according to our increaſe in this 


knowledge and prattice, that we avoid'both 
the evils ſpoken of in our text, as well the 
fin of ignorance, as that which is committed 
from a * determination of the will, or 


e coaſixmation 
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or he ever able there to enter, to taſtẽ any of 


5 5 committal of the ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
8 n ſhut out Tom himelfall the recep- 
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confirmation of the underſtanding, Although 


the word againſt the Son of Man may not be 


a deadly fin, yet we can never enjoy the true 
peace of heaven, only in proportion as the 
light of truth and the heat of good are con- 
joined in our wills; nay, further, we are in 
danger of being cee er reaſon of our 
innocence, and to fall into the ſnares the 


evil ſpirits are laying, if poſſible, to catch 


ſimple ones in their net of deſtruction; in 
which caſe, they are drawn to commit the 
ſin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, which can never 


be forgiven, neither in this world, nor in that 


which is to come, that is, neither in time nor 
to all eternity, it being utterly impoſſible, af. 
ter any one has made up his life, and con- 
firmed himſelf i in evil and falſchood, ever to 
give it up, his very life, delight, pleaſure, IJ 
and all the man being in it; between whom 
and heaven then becomes a great gulph 
fixed, whereby it is impoſſible influence 


4 


from heaven can reach. his heart and mind, 


it's pleaſures or ſatisfactions; having, by the 
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tion of heaven within. Let us then beware 
that this is not our lot, but, by an obedient 
e, always keep our minds open to conviſ- 
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